CSC 105 Assignment 7 Fall 2009

Due: Friday, 10 April 2009

Collaboration: If you collaborated with someone during lab to create a spreadsheet and/or graph, please
acknowledge that person’s contribution. Each of you should submit your printout.

Submission: Turn in a printed or neatly written copy of your work at the beginning of class.

1. You have a knapsack that can only hold 25 pounds. However, you have a lot of classes and a dorm
room that very far from the academic buildings, so you’d like to take as many books as possible with
you. Of course, books are heavy, so there is no way you can take them all in your skimpy knapsack.
Let us say you have 19 books that you’d like to carry, each of them weighing between one and three
pounds.

(a) If you had a very very weak knapsack that could only carry two books. How many possible pairs
of books could you carry?

(b) If you could fit three books in your bag, how many possible triplets of books could you carry?

(c) If you resorted to any number of your 19 books (from zero to 19) in your book bag, how many
possible combinations of books would there be?

(d) Of these combinations, you want to find the one that allows you to carry the most, without
exceeding the weight capacity. Assuming there’s not a computer science major in your dorm to
write an algorithm to help you, it will take you five seconds to manually check the weight of one
particular combination of books. Considering your answer to ([Id), how long will it take you to
find the largest number of books you can carry?

Please express your answer in a unit whose scale is comprehensible and commensurate with the
value it is associated with (for example, 437,289 inches is not intuitively meaningful. 437, 289 inches-
ool = 36,440.75 feet is better, but not great. 437,289 inches - 1% . e ~ 6.9miles is
most reasonable).

Note: If you do not have a scientific calculator that will allow you to expand your expressions
into numbers, one is available on the MathLAN computers. In the lower-left hand corner of your
desktop there is an icon for a menu (it looks like an arrow over some horizontal bars) that is anal-
ogous to the Windows “Start” menu. Click on this, and under “Accessories” there is a program
called “Calculator”. It will likely start in basic mode, but if you select Scientific from the View
menu, you will have all the necessary buttons at your disposal.

2. On Friday April 3, you conducted a lab, performing experiments on sorting algorithms.

(a) Please include your graphs of the number of comparisons made under the various initial conditions
of the data for insertion and quick sort. You should have at least three graphs (one for ascending,
descending, and randomly ordered data). If you chose to put both quicksort and insertion sort
on the same axes, you will have only three. If you chose to put the two sorting algorithms on
different axes, you will have six graphs.

(b) Include your answers to the four questions (a)-(d) from Part II, Exercise 4: Analyzing Data.

(c) Please include your graphs of the numbers of comparisons made under the various initial conditions
of the data for the bogo-sort algorithm.

(d) In reviewing your data from Part III of the lab, explain why the bogo-sort is an example of an
exponential complexity algorithm in which the computer “hits the wall.”



