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Camera-Based Text Recognition

Overview

 Information sources / Features
 Model structure
 Inference
 Sparse belief propagation
 Experimental results

Recognition Information

 Appearance

 Language
• Bigrams
• Letter case

 Lexicon
• Word list
• Bias
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Factors / Compatibilities

Appearance
      

! 

f yi ,x;"( )
Language

    

! 

f yi ,yi +1;"( )
Lexicon

      

! 

f y,w( )
Bias

    

! 

f w;"( )



26 Sep 2007

© 2007 Jerod Weinman. All rights
reserved. 2

Lexicon Factor & Inference

 “Bottom-Up”
Product of Messages

 “Top-Down”
Sum-Product
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• Restrict sum to lexicon
• Subset of candidates
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14 million strings 16K words 23 words

Sparse Belief Propagation
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Shortening the Lexicon
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Sparsity Impact

Effective Lexicon Size

Percent of n-char words 
considered

Character State Space Size

Number of chars 
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Recognition Results

Char. Error Rate Word Error Rate
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In Conclusion

 Integrating lexical decision is beneficial
 Sparse BP accelerates inference

 Ongoing work
• Integrating more information
• Joint detection and recognition
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Training Details

 Appearance
• 200/800 Training and validation fonts
• Laplace Prior

 Language
• Corpus of 82 Project Gutenberg books
• 49 million characters

 Lexicon
• SCOWL 70th percentile
• 187,000 words


