A Discriminative Semi-Markov Model for Robust Scene Text Recogmtlon

GRINNELL Jerod J. Weinman!, Erik Learned-Miller?, and Allen R. Hanson?
Dept. of Computer Science, Grinnell College! and Dept. of Computer Science, University of Massachusetts Amherst2
Problem and Motivation Parse Scoring Experiments
Our goal: Read text from images of the everyday world. -\?ﬂ—"/\? A text image is parsed, or divided into | Training

. Y. ¥y, labeled segments. Parses may differ in the | <Appearance: Synthetic images generated from 934 fonts

Applications include: g . .
W number of segments, and the states y. may | <Bigrams: 82 books from Project Gutenberg

*Aid to visually impaired

Photo annotation yi Y. ¥sy. differ in width. Lexicon: 50th frequency percentile words from SCOWL
. A o
‘Portable translation Appearance U ( yi,x) Evaluation
. Every possible parse segment is |f/ﬁ< | | 85 sign images of 1,144 characters at ~12 pixel x-height.
Many new challenges are atypical of OCR page readers: L . : | Char. Error Rate
scored by a discriminant U4 for ~ _ No Lex. Allowi ds both in and out of
«Small sample (<50 chars) *Perspective distortion . B s e m m === | £ced Lex OWINg WOTs DO 11 dnid Out
= ~ T character appearance and width. e \/ Mixed the lexicon reduces error by 13%.
31 BOLIWOOD WALK @ HASTINGS [ ©ELEI0 . Y1 Y 0 005 01 015 02
o Bigrams U (y-,y- 1) — . . .
elneven hghtlng .Unusual fOTltS gh . f . hb . 17/ 1+ b . Original Semi-Markov Binary OmniPage System Char
‘ ) T Each pair of neighboring segments get a bigram score U°. Image Model Output Image Output Err.
,I:]i" ST. GID'S RESAW) [ ex UL First First i Ella OmniPage | 23.5%
eX1Con COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE .
TWord - . . . . n - . HOUSE HOUSE Maus OmniPage + | | - o
Wora segmentation *Character segmentation A character invariant U* replaces UP in sequences formmg IDOUGLASS Douglass uucL, ass Binarized
RIS S Joffery Amherst ésumes|Rés 1nes lexicon words to promote known word recognition. - |Free checking Free ehe in ceml 1 15,00
- - LIBRARY LIBRFIRY Markov
CRAFTS MARTIALARTS b Gap/Overl UP( X) i AMHERST AMHERST A), 1HERDT
: : - A xidy ’ .
BEAENl UNITED STATES aI:SQ ap veriap Yir Yins N AUV TAVERN TAVF Above: Our
Neighboring states may have a gap oran y, y, s Fleet Fleet model reduces
Previous work has assumed word boundaries, character | overlap, as in the case of ligatures. These — i i CHURCH EMI error by 10%.
: d k lexi d h I d usi : foat R\/\)(/ MONEYFLO MONEYFLO JUONEYFLO
segmentations, and/or known lexicon words. The | are also scored using image features. 7YY YOI TERT | MONKEY .010NTK BY | [eft: Examples.
conditions above make these assumptions problematic. ,
. . . Int tation Gravh Low Resolution
We propose a model that integrates lexical decision and nterpretation Grap . .
| | " . . Integrated segmentation and recognition allow our model
both word and character segmentation with recognition. All p0551ble parses can be represented by a welghted L , ,
S S . . . to recognize images at lower resolutions than trained on.
graph. Dynamic programming can be used to find the
| . . . . Image |Semi-Markov| OmniPage Image Semi-Markov OmniPage
Semi-Markov Model optimal path, or the best interpretation of the image.
WSS | Resumes | Resumes Jeffery Amherst | Je eryAmherst
We use a discriminatively trained semi-Markov model for Recumes, Requites, Recerves T | Rosumes hosunes | | Jeffery Amherst |JefferyAmherst
"y : : , eSumes Jeff Amherst 0 hent
recognition. Like a CRF, it models dependencies between Resume, Requite, Reserve Resumes effery Amherst | JONryAmhen
T~ Resumes | krauts Lit wryA An memo| GkilaryAmhent
states. It has the additional property of modeling the Recort, Retumn, Rerun > Fomes, tunes, e CttA wms |11, —dher An wrrA Am wme | .WlervAmMnt
duration of a state, i.e., character. B Rerua, Resort, Recul \
~ 1 ~ Model parameters 6 Rcsin, Rcsort,/Rcars me, I‘iVC, Fime | N N h e et IItaw ..... ..
p( ; )_ eXp{U(y’X;H)} can be learned from | Reset, Reno, Rest uzi, tin, 1rs _ | Aim 1217
Z(X) Rest, Rex, Rent / sur?, stl;n, sun\ ol e Photo Speciatists ij.:ii.Nal
labeled training data. / Res Rhe. Rd: e T \ ' THITE . A
The exponent (U) is composed of functions that score a ) rerewe [ <Ciwm i ] T G S W
segmentation and labeling (y) of a text image (x) using: /LA 3 \ / | an | With 2 text B o g T
® ® O OO0 O OC ® e _ | Co=— -
*Appearance = == et ]2 ot ] -:Z':_-—_-; detector,
"‘\ ‘ ﬂ\\ \ we have a LLOYDSBAN—K. MILL ANTIQUM Fleet FIR DELE'p
*Bigrams P(TH|Eninsh)=—1ggo P(QU|Eng|ish)=—1t'§O P(QA | English)- 'fgg()l u \\ Vts complete . :
CLmk reading S
. 3 f A, kuDJ nnnq}@nhl@)@phdﬁz S)ﬂstenql. g
o] exicon Aaberg L ymargy MAN wad de

MILL ANTIOQUES 43 010
Zyuganov m J L7:"? 4, Fleet ri



